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TEACHER’S PAPER  

  

  

Instructions for the conduct of the Listening Comprehension Examination  

  

In the event of a power cut, teachers of English are to read the instructions below.  

_________________________________________________________  

  

You have been given a sheet containing the Listening Comprehension questions.  You 

now have THREE minutes to read the questions based on the passage, which you will 

listen to TWICE.  

 

Pause – 3 minutes  

  

You will now listen to the passage for the FIRST time.  You may answer the questions 

while listening.  After the passage is read, there will be a pause of 

another THREE minutes to allow you to answer the questions. I will read the passage 

now. 

  

(Reading of passage)  

Pause – 3 minutes  

  

You will now listen to the passage for the LAST time and you may answer the rest of 

the questions.  After this, you have a further THREE minutes for a final revision of the 

answers. I will read the passage now. 

 

(Reading of passage)  

Pause – 3 minutes  

  

This is the end of the Listening Comprehension examination.  
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You’re going to listen to this week’s podcast in the series Genetics and 
Technology. 

 Have you ever stopped to think about how much information about yourself you 
leave behind wherever you go? Or do you ever worry, when you visit a friend, about 

leaving a little piece of you behind on every surface that you touch? Probably not. Well, 
you’re not alone. The uniqueness of fingerprints and their identification is predominantly 
used for background checks and biometric security, and to a lesser extent, in criminal 

situations. So, unless you are up to no good, you shouldn’t really overthink it. So far, 
we know that no two people have exactly the same fingerprints, not even identical 

twins, with identical DNA. We also know that the pattern of a fingerprint is partly 
dependent on genetics and partly dependent on environmental factors such as the 
position of the foetus in the womb. They grow proportionally as the baby grows and 

don’t change over time. Of course,  this is unless there is permanent scarring, in which 
case the fingerprints can change.  

 However, a person’s uniqueness is not simply restricted to one’s own fingerprints 
but also to one’s looks and voice. Although some people might sound quite alike, no 
two voices are ever identical. That’s why we are able to recognise familiar voices without 

actually seeing the person talking. We each have a unique voice because so many 
factors work together to produce that voice. It all starts down in the lungs and vibrates 

through the vocal cords in the larynx, which produce sounds. Then it’s your throat, nose 
and mouth that turn those buzzing sounds into your voice. Each of these parts 
is unique in every single person and that is what gives you a unique voice. 
 Now, in our ever-growing digital society, personalisation, time and privacy are 
extremely valuable. So it is no wonder that large technological companies are using 

fingerprint sensors and facial recognition to unlock their devices and adding voice 
recognition technology to our smartphones and home gadgets. According to Google, a 

third of smartphone users worldwide use voice technology at least once a week. A fourth 
of all searches are voice-based and are triggered by just 25 keywords. Likewise, using 
digital assistants like Amazon’s Alexa and Apple’s Siri is becoming more popular as it 

enables consumers to multitask and save precious time. In 2017, about half of those 
owning a digital assistant in the US were millennials or younger, 32% were between 35 

and 50 years of age, and only 15% were over 50 years old. Most of these consumers 
use voice recognition to transcribe voice to text, set up reminders, search the internet, 
and check weather or traffic information. Playing music is currently the most popular 

voice-based search command. Google estimates that all these searches will soon double 
in the coming years. It also predicts that by 2022, 55% of all households are expected 

to own these devices and the global voice business is expected to be worth $40 billion. 
Now that’s a big figure, isn’t it?  

(Adapted from https://searchcustomerexperience.techtarget.com/definition/voice-recognition-speaker-

recognition) 
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